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Attendance Averages:
Sunday Morning     NOV  DEC
 9:45 Smal l  groups
  8:30 Choir  Service 
11:00 Praise Band
11:00 Hispanic

A.M. Worship Total

Sunday Night
Evening Service
Each Home Group typically averages 8-15 adults per Sunday night. 

Tithes/ 
Offerings

Growing Forward

Lottie Moon

Serve India

Annie Armstrong

Benevolence

Edna McMillan

Foster Care

Transformed 
Identity 

Offerings Totals:
NOVOCT

Growing Forward Together: 
Welcome New Member: Megan Conley

Say, that reminds me...
by Curt Gathright
In August of 1988, a married couple from Bartlesville First Baptist 
Church established an estate plan with the assistance of the Baptist 
Foundation of Oklahoma. The plan stated that at their deaths, their 
estate was to be liquidated and placed in a permanent endowment 
trust. BFBC was named as one of the beneficiaries of that trust. 
This couple has since passed away. Each year, proceeds of the trust 
are distributed to the named beneficiaries. The 2019 distribution for 
BFBC was almost $3600.00. Because this is an endowment trust, 
our church will continue to receive these distributions each year 
until the Lord returns.
Estate Planning is an important topic for all adults. In addition to 
directing the distribution of your assets, you also can name guardians 
for minor children. I sincerely hope you’ll realize the importance of 
having an estate plan. And yes, while you’re planning on how to 
divide the lifetime of accumulated resources given to you by God, I 
hope you’ll include your church as one of your beneficiaries. 
For more information, please call The Baptist Foundation at 1-800-
949-9988 or visit their site at bfok.org. Of course, I’ll be happy to 
help as well. 

continued inside...
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ThingsFirstTotal Giving as of 12/31/19:
$1,755,678.46

$165,694.43

$190,760.38

$8,662.00

$198.00

$0

$266.00

$1,125.00

$40.00

$1,100.00

$165,874.22

$53,111.50

$4,965.00

$300.00

$0

$278.00

$1,385.00

$80.00

$1,119.17
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Start the year off right! Learn something new in 
Disciple U.  Just eight weeks.  Classes listed inside.

 useful for everyday life
I have heard the misconception perpetuated too 
often: “There is a church on every corner. I should 
go overseas because there, the harvest is plentiful.”  
This is delusional.  Although there are 66 churches 
listed on a simple Google search for the city of 
Bartlesville, there are only a handful of those that 
are truly evangelical—preaching the Gospel of the 
New Testament. Yes, there are many preaching an 
incomplete or disfigured gospel…On the other hand, 
another simple Google search shows twenty legal 
marijuanna dispensaries here. I would argue there is 

2/28 Living a legacy conference

Plan to participate in this weekend women's 
conference for encouragement and renewal.

5

Don’t miss the launch of the sermon series 
presented by the ministry staff to kick off 2020.

A.C.T.S. Ministers' Sermon Series
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more weed being distributed in Bartlesville than Gospel. 
This must change. In Christ-centered, Gospel-believing 
churches in our city, I wonder what level of fidelity there 
is to the task of proclaiming this Gospel among the 
members. Statistics say that only 1 in 10 who claim to 
be born again believers has ever shared their faith with 
another person.  What is the answer? 
GET TO WORK!

 [Jesus] told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into His harvest. Go! I am sending 
you out like lambs among wolves.…  Luke 10:2-3

As intercessors we pray and we proclaim truth. It’s 
who we are and what we do. This past year was one 
of learning to pray. We learned to pray personally and 
passionately, privately, and corporately. We learned 
that we are intercessors, but we also saw these prayers 
inseparably linked to the proclamation of truth.  It, too, 
is a primary work of the kingdom. SO with an eye on 
the goal of Harvest, I am calling on our church to get to 
work! 

The harvest is a premier description of the work of the 
Kingdom of God. We may not realize it, but just as 
with day and night; summer and winter; hot and cold, 

it’s God who perpetuates 
seedtime and harvest (Gen 
8:22). These are no arbitrary 
concepts, rather these are 
fundamental functionings of 
our world. So it is no wonder 
why the theme of seedtime 
and harvest would flow 
through the Word of God. 
Harvest is the perpetual 
promise of God (Jeremiah 
5:24). Harvest is where 
needs are met, and the poor 
are cared for (Lev 23:22). 
Harvest is the blessing of God 

to be pondered and celebrated (Psalm 107:37ff); (Ex 
34:22). This backdrop of harvest becomes the stage for 
spiritual life and growth.  “The Kingdom” Jesus said, is 
like seeds planted to be reaped at the end of the age in 

an eternal…”harvest”. (Matt 13:30-39).  This Harvest is 
to be a focus of our future hopes, and of our immediate 
labor.  As disciples of Jesus, we are field workers, each 
of us has our field, and as laborers, we have been sent 
into the Lord’s fields with work to do.  This is the year 
we get our hands dirty getting this harvest ready to 
present at that last day.  

We are a church that is Growing Forward: in prayer, in 
evangelism, in discipleship, and in sending.  Yes, this is 
a vision to be a church that knows the Gospel clearly, 
and shares the Gospel passionately. For this to become 
the collective vision of our church, it must become 
the vision of each person.  So, ask these questions of 
yourself:

Am I a laborer? Or am I a wonderer?
Am I working my field? Or am I neglecting it?
Am I being equipped to work my field? Or am I set in 
my ways?
Do I have somthing to bring to the presentation of 
harvest at the last day? Or am I content with little or no 
fruit?

Who is the one person I am going to share the 
message with in the coming days?

This year our focus hopes to help you answer these 
questions. This will be the theme of our messages, 
this will be the focus of our prayers, and the highlight 
of events that come through the year.  There will 
be projects that challenge us to invite people to our 
special events as we celebrate Easter, as we recognize 
teachers, and honor police, and as we celebrate the 
4th of July, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  We will 
adopt blocks in our city. There will be Serve Bartlesville 
events, and we will have efforts to pray for every 
home.  There will be times of prayer and fasting, and 
times of renewal and refreshing.  The shame of sin and 
darkness in our city should bring prayers and tears, but 
let it also amplify the call of our God and Savior—let us 
pray for laborers, and let us labor to see redemption 
spring from the ground in 2020.  Let’s begin praying that 
the laborers will be sent, and then let us rejoice at what 
God brings.  Don’t be a spectator…Get to Work.  

We must not 
measure our 
success by today’s 
harvest. We 
measure success 
by the seeds we 
plant today. 

    -Robert Louis Stevenson

2020 Ministers' Sermon Series: A.C.T.S.

(The Year of the Harvest,  continued from page 1)

January 5, 
Greg Graham 
Acknowledge

January 12, 
Dustin Owen 
Compassion

January 19, 
Barry McManus 

Target/Goal

January 26, 
Loren Rosebrook 

Strategy

w h o ’ s 
y o u r 
o n e ?

Imagine if every believer could answer 
that question with the name of a person 
who is far from God—a person for 
whom they’re praying and with whom 
they're seeking to share the gospel. 
That’s the intention behind Who’s 
Your One. We believe God’s people 
don’t merely need another method 
for evangelism— what they need is a 
white-hot passion to see people who 
are far from God experience the new 
life He offers through Jesus Christ. 

Over the coming days, our church and 

countless others will prioritize personal 
ownership of the Great Commission 
as we each intentionally pursue one 
person with the hope of the gospel. At 
times, it seems the mission is simply too 
complex and too vast for churches like 
ours and people like us. While we can’t 
do everything, we can do something. 
We can all take responsibility for one. 
And, because of God’s power and the 
work of His Spirit, each of our ones can 
add up to make a significant impact for 
God’s kingdom.


